
The Irish government funds various courses for unemployed individuals, students, and refugees to promote social inclusion, 
economic growth, and equal opportunities. These initiatives are designed to address the specific challenges faced by 
different groups while ensuring all citizens have access to the skills and education needed to succeed in the workforce. 
Below is an overview of why this funding is provided.

1. The Department of Social Protection (DSP)

The Department of Social Protection (DSP) funds and supports unemployed individuals accessing education and training up 
to €1,000 annually. Key schemes offered include:

• Back to Education Allowance (BTEA): This scheme is for people receiving certain social welfare payments who wish 
to return to full-time education. It provides a financial allowance for those pursuing a second or third-level course. 
Individuals receiving unemployment benefits, lone parents, or disability allowance may be eligible for this support. 

• SOLAS (formerly FÁS): SOLAS, the national skills agency, provides a range of training schemes for the unemployed. 
These include Job Path, which supports job seekers in finding sustainable employment, and Skills to Compete, a 
programme offering courses designed to match job seekers’ skills with market demands. 

2. The Education and Training Boards (ETBs)

The Education and Training Boards (ETBs) offer courses for unemployed individuals, students, and refugees through various 
local centres across Ireland. ETBs provide training, adult education, and further education options, such as:

• Adult Education Courses include free or low-cost courses to improve literacy, numeracy, and computer skills. They also 
offer healthcare, construction, teaching, and hospitality vocational training. 

• Training and Education for the Unemployed: ETBs collaborate with SOLAS to offer short-term training courses aimed 
at helping unemployed individuals improve their employability and skills in areas with job opportunities.

3. The Higher Education Authority (HEA)

The Higher Education Authority (HEA) manages various funding programmes for students in Ireland, some of which are 
available to those facing financial hardship or unemployment. These include:

• Student Grants: The HEA administers student grants through local authorities to help individuals with the costs of third-
level education, including tuition fees, maintenance costs, and travel expenses. 

• HEAR and DARE Schemes: These schemes are designed to provide financial support and access to higher education for 
students from disadvantaged backgrounds, students with disabilities, and mature students, including refugees.

https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-social-protection/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/social-welfare/back-to-education/back-to-education-allowance/
https://www.solas.ie/partners/
https://www.etbi.ie/
https://hea.ie/


4. The Refugee Integration Programme

For refugees, the Refugee Integration Programme (RIP) supports integration through education and training. This 
programme includes:

• English Language Training: Free English language courses are available to refugees and asylum seekers to help improve 
their language skills and enhance their ability to find employment. 

• Vocational Training & Education Programmes: The government, through RIP, funds specific vocational training 
courses to help refugees gain qualifications that will make them employable in the Irish workforce.

 

5. The International Protection Office (IPO)

For asylum seekers and refugees, the International Protection Office (IPO) works in collaboration with local organisations to 
provide specific support, including:

• Access to Language and Integration Programmes: The government funds organisations like Nasc, The Migrant Rights 
Centre Ireland (MRCI), and other local non-profits that provide language and vocational training for refugees to help 
them integrate into Irish society and the workforce. 

6. Enterprise and Employment Agencies

Several government-backed agencies fund vocational training, particularly for unemployed individuals looking to start 
businesses or enter specific industries. These include:

• Enterprise Ireland and Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs): These agencies provide funding and training for individuals 
looking to start businesses, including unemployed individuals, students, and refugees interested in entrepreneurship. 

7. The Community Foundation for Ireland (CFI)

• The Community Foundation for Ireland (CFI) is a charitable organisation that offers funding opportunities for various 
community groups, including training for refugees, migrants, and other vulnerable populations. These funds often 
support local education initiatives, including language training and skills development courses.

https://www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie/listing/category/education
https://www.ipo.gov.ie/
https://www.localenterprise.ie/
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/
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